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Cypress College Holds Groundbreaking Ceremony 
Feb. 8 for New Science, Engineering & Math Building 

 
Cypress College will host a groundbreaking ceremony to mark the beginning of construction on 

its new Science, Engineering & Math (SEM) building on Friday, February 8, 2019 at 9:30 a.m. 

The event is free and open to the public, though reservations are requested. Please go to 

https://cypresssemgroundbreaking.eventbrite.com to reserve a seat. 

 

The ceremony marks the first project funded from the $574 million Measure J bond, which was 

approved by voters in 2014 on behalf of the North Orange County Community College District 

(NOCCCD). Providing state-of-the-art facilities to support the sciences was a top priority for 

North Orange County voters. Funds from Measure J will facilitate the construction of a 106,023 

square foot facility for Cypress College that will incorporate the creation of a 100-seat immersive 

digital classroom, as well as the addition of new lab spaces and classrooms with design features 

that allow for future expansion. The brand-new SEM Building will be open for classes in 2021. 

 

On Tuesday, January 22, 2019, the NOCCCD Board of Trustees awarded a construction bid to 

Sundt Companies, Inc. for the construction phase services of the project. 

 

President Dr. JoAnna Schilling commented, “Cypress College has served the North Orange 

County students and surrounding communities for over 52 years, and we are thrilled to start 

construction on this beautiful new addition to our college. We take pride in offering exemplary 
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educational programs in science, engineering and math, and are proud to be contributing to the 

future careers of our students and the local businesses that employ our students.” 

 

Cypress College’s SEM division contains 7 programs, including: Biology, Chemistry, 

Engineering, Geology, Mathematics, Physical Science, and Physics. The division currently offers 

289 course sections to 8,287 students. 

 

The College invites families, staff, students and the community to celebrate the groundbreaking 

on February 8, starting at 9:30 a.m. Please park in Lot 1, located off the Valley View entrance to 

the campus. The ceremony will take place by the Pond in the center of campus. 

 

About Cypress College: 

Cypress College has motivated the minds of students since 1966. For nearly a half-million 

people — including actors, athletes, doctors, executives, mechanics, nurses and teachers — 

Cypress College has been a springboard to their dreams. For some, Cypress College is the ticket 

into their university of choice and for others it provides essential training for a rewarding career. 

Just one Cypress College class is often all it takes to provide cutting-edge skills that lead to a 

promotion or a new job. 

Cypress College’s 16,000 students and the highly qualified teaching faculty are proud of the 

many excellent academic and vocational programs. Cypress College offers 56 university-transfer 

majors, 176 career-certificate programs, and degrees in 73 areas of study. The college’s 

traditional semesters begin in January and August, while short-term courses start throughout the 

year. A Cypress College education costs $46 per unit — $138 for a typical, full-credit class — 

California’s lowest tuition. Financial aid and scholarships also are available to qualifying 

students. 

Cypress College is one of three campuses in the North Orange County Community College 

District and a member of the 110-campus California Community College System. The college 

primarily serves the cities of Anaheim, Buena Park, Cypress, Garden Grove, La Palma, Los 

Alamitos, Seal Beach and Stanton. 

Located at 9200 Valley View Street in Cypress, the college is easily accessible from several 

Southern California freeways, including the 5, 91, 605, 22 and 405. The campus is just a stone’s-

throw from Downtown Disney and Knott’s Berry Farm. 

—30— 


