
  

Dr. Gilbert J. Contreras, Jr. serves Fullerton College as the 
Interim President since July 2021.  Dr. Contreras has provided 
leadership in the California community colleges system for 15 
years, more than 12 years in North Orange County 
Community College District. 
 
At Fullerton College, Dr. Contreras ushered in many new 
programs and efforts advancing student success and student 
equity, such as the North Orange Promise at Fullerton 
College, the creation of Behavioral Health Services, an 
independent Cultural Center, and the College Antiracism 
Statement. 
 
He joined the Hornet family after serving as the Dean of 
Student Services at Cerritos College.  Prior to Cerritos 
College, Dr. Contreras worked at Cypress College as the 
Manager for Extended Opportunity Programs & Services 

(EOPS) and the Special Projects Director of the Learning Resource Center. 
 
Dr. Contreras’ research agenda and teaching experience supplement his leadership in the 
California community college system.  He researches community college Hispanic Serving 
Institutions (HSIs) as part of the solution to California’s economic future.  Dr. Contreras taught 
Chicana/o Studies for high school, undergraduate, and graduate students.  Most recently, Dr. 
Contreras taught higher education governance and policy in the CSU San Bernardino doctoral 
program.   
 
As an educational administrator in the community college system, Dr. Contreras has 
demonstrated leadership in shared governance, community partnerships, and developing data-
driven programs that emphasize student success and student equity.  He has extensive 
leadership experience in the community college system fostering collaboration between 
instruction and student services, implementing student life initiatives, and advancing diversity and 
equity objectives.   
 
Prior to working in the community college system, Dr. Contreras applied his expertise in housing, 
community, and economic development in various capacities for municipal, non-profit, and 
research stakeholders.  His vocation to enhance leadership in higher education around equity, 
access, and student success outcomes for all students aligns with the mission, values, and 
strategic planning goals of the California Community College system. 
 
Gilbert J. Contreras, Jr. earned a Ph.D. in Urban Planning at the University of California, Los 
Angeles and a Master in City Planning from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology with an 
emphasis in Housing, Community, and Economic Development.  He earned his Bachelor’s degree 
from the University of California, Berkeley in Interdisciplinary Studies with a minor in City Planning. 
 


