
North Orange County Community College District 

Citizens’ Oversight Committee 

September 6, 2017 

 

APPROVED MINUTES 

 

Members Present:  Mike Oates, Elena Reyes, Chuck Allen, Chris Meyer, Leroy Mills, Mark 

Pavlovich, Paul Jewell, and Mark Sauceda. Absent – Michael Cooper, Phil Wendel, Michael Miller, 

and Rhonda Shader. 

Other Employees/Guests Present:  Sana Abbaali, Kevin Carr, Eduardo Escobedo, Danielle Davy, 

Albert Miranda, Valentina Purtell, Susan Rittel, Oscar Saghieh, JoAnna Schilling, Greg Schulz, 

Fred Williams, and Rick Williams. 

Call to Order:  Chair Chris Meyer called the meeting to order at 4:04 p.m. Mike Oates led the 

group in the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Public Comments:  The committee welcomed guests Sana Abbaali (FC Student Rep) and Kevin 

Carr (Community Member). Dr. Schilling, Albert Miranda and Danielle Davy were also introduced 

to the group for the first time. 

Approval of Minutes: The minutes of the, June 7, 2017, meeting were approved as submitted 

with the chair accepting the majority of all members present. 

New Members: It was announced that two student representatives are interested in joining the 

committee, Sana Abbaali of Fullerton College and a student to be named later from Cypress 

College. Kevin Carr, a community member, is also interested in joining. All three potential 

members will go to the Board of Trustees’ second meeting on September 26th for approval. 

Measure X Update: Fred discussed that approximately $4 M remain in the bond and closeout is 

pending – possibly by the December COC meeting. The 7th and 10th floor build-outs are to be 

funded using what remains of Measure X, with the difference coming from Measure J funds. 

Committee Questions and Comments:  

1. Do we expect any remaining balance for Measure X? 

No, the contract that will be awarded for the build-outs will exceed the amount 

remaining in Measure X. 

2. The revised budget is higher than the original budget, where did the additional funds 

coming from?  

From various sources, including: additional interest, refunding bond proceeds, a legal 

settlement with a contractor, Energy Rebates, and 2017-18 Interest Estimate. 

3. What was the legal settlement in regards to? 

A contractor not honoring his bid, resulting in the District going after the bid bond. 
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Measure J Update: Rick Williams highlighted bond-funded work at each college: 

Cypress College: The SEM project total cost has been effected by soil issues and construction 

cost increases due to escalation. Discussion is also ongoing regarding the timing of a 

fundraising activity that could generate funding for the Veterans’ Memorial Bridge. 

Mr. Williams shared that the new DSA review periods are cutting a few months off each project; 

however, due to the volume of contracts, the system is now experiencing delays. This moves the 

timeline for the SEM project from 6 months to possibly 8-10 months (from submittal to final 

approval). Also mentioned was the current state of the construction industry and cost increases 

of 7-10% (due to high demand) and impact from recent natural disasters.  

Committee Questions and Comments:  

1. Would it be appropriate to approach Associated Students for the fundraising 

contribution for the Veterans Memorial Bridge? 

Dr. Schilling stated that it would be too costly to ask students to pay for it at this point. 

Architects are in the process of providing two cost options, and community members 

have also shown interest in contributing. The college wants to set an attainable goal with 

solid commitments, and one that is relevant to its vision. 

2. What is the estimated cost for the Veterans’ Memorial Bridge? 

Dr. Schilling stated that the original cost of the bridge and the tribute garden would be 

around $1.6 M, with a goal to raise $3.7 M to include services that would support the 

veterans. Two plans at different cost points will be reviewed, one high and one low. The 

more cost-effective plan would require about half the estimated amount to be 

fundraised. 

3. Can all of the increases be attributed to the hurricanes? 

No, most can be attributed to the number of bonds released at the same time.  

Fullerton College:  The Program EIR for Fullerton has been submitted and advertised, with 

approval and acceptance expected on December 12th. To-date there have been no questions or 

comments received regarding the Program EIR. 

Committee Questions and Comments:  

Comment:  It was very difficult to find the report on Fullerton College’s website. There 

was a request for more transparency and going above and beyond to inform the public, 

not just those living within a one mile radius, by inviting reporters to CBF & COC, and by 

making more prevalent displays on the campuses and District’s websites. 

Follow-up:  Dr. Schulz will verify whether or not the Fullerton Observer and OC Register 

were a part of the public notice. Fred Williams will work to ensure that the Board of 

Trustees is notified that an attitude of going beyond what is necessary for public notice 

has been suggested. 
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One of the first projects that will move forward is the renovation of the 300 & 500 Buildings, 

which is a 50:50 match of state and local bonds. The selection of R2A, from six other firms, as the 

architect for this project will go to the September 12th Board of Trustees meeting for approval. 

Committee Questions and Comments:  

1. Is the 50% match from the state conditional?  

Yes, the first increment is confirmed and coming this quarter for the preliminary planning 

phase. Approval must be made for each phase of the project. 

Anaheim Campus:  There were nine qualified proposals for contractors received for work on the 

7th and 10th floor build-outs, and advertising for quotes will begin at the end of September. The 

project will also be going through the RFP process for inspectors, with approximately 10 

proposals received for DSA inspection. The expected phased construction timeline for the 

project is 18 months.  

Project Manager Updates – Cypress Campus: Susan Rittel provided the committee with 

detailed updates of the major projects and issues at Cypress Campus.  

New SEM Building: The total project budget is not Board approved at $99.6 M, which is based 

on the 100% schematic design estimate. The new DSA system delays, the initial 

unresponsiveness of the architects, the amount of new bonds, and natural disasters are all issues 

that may effect the overall construction timeline for this project. Alternatives are being reviewed 

to bring the costs back down to the original $89 M, including going to DSA in phases to 

accelerate the project. To promote transparency, the Board will be updated on all aspects of the 

project, even though the prices are not set. 

Veterans’ Resource Center & Student Activities Center Expansion: This project is on-target. 

Veterans’ Memorial Bridge and Tribute Garden: The total project budget is currently at $1.6 M, 

but discussions are taking place regarding the scope of the project and related costs. 

Swing Space Projects: These projects are going as planned. 

Parking Lot Expansion: There have been no changes to this project and the estimated date of 

completion is May 2018. This will be completed before the SEM project begins so that students 

are not displaced. There will be a net gain of 50 parking spaces. 

Improve Infrastructure: The network refresh project is currently in its 2nd phase for upgrading the 

network using both bond funds and $15 M of District funds. 

SEM Infrastructure: This project is $1.5 M and includes relocating a storm drain, electrical, site 

lighting, and utilities. 
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Mass Communication Security Systems Upgrade: Includes bullet-resistant film, emergency lock-

down, and mass communication on campus for emergencies. 

Committee Questions and Comments:  

1. Is the 11% increase for the SEM building set in stone or could it jump up again? 

This number is not set in stone until the actual bids are received, and it could be higher 

or lower than the schematic design estimate.  

2. Portable fume hoods in science buildings – how soon can you get them? Equipment not 

building? 

These won’t be received until the new building is actually constructed. As FF&E, this does 

not fall under the bond so District funds will be used. 

3. There was public request made to put signage up allowing for turning right onto Valley 

View going northbound in Cypress? 

Albert Miranda will discuss with the City Manager to ensure that they are aware. 

Project Manager Updates – Fullerton Campus: Oscar Saghieh provided the committee with 

detailed updates of the major projects at Fullerton Campus.  

New Instructional Building: A consultant has been hired to assist with the Design-Build Delivery 

Method, and the recommendation for using this method will got to the October 10th Board for 

approval. Once approved, the RFQ/RFP phase can be begin. 

300 & 500 Buildings Renovation: Funds were released on July 26th and the selection of the 

architect has been made, with plans for approval at the September 12th Board of Trustees 

meeting. There is a sense of urgency for this project as preliminary plans are due to the State by 

March 1, 2018. 

New TES & Chilled Water Plant Expansion: This project is currently in the                                                                                           

Environmental Study phase and awaiting the outcome of Utility Mapping & Survey for the entire 

campus. The bond does not fund the underground studies, but results are needed to move 

forward with the expansion. 

New Parking Structure: This project is in the Environmental Study phase and will not begin until 

the 300 & 500 buildings have been renovated. 

Committee Questions and Comments:  

1. Before the completion of the parking structure, how many parking spots are you losing? 

Approximately 300, but the college is investigating ways to mitigate that issue, including 

acquiring off-site parking lots.  
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2. The start date of the parking structure is Fall 2022, will that money come out of the 2nd 

issuance of the bonds? 

Yes, possibly even the 3rd issuance.  

Project Updates – Anaheim Campus: Rick Williams provided the committee with detailed 

updates on the major projects at the Anaheim Campus. 

7th and 10th Floor Build-outs:  The anticipated construction start and completion date are 

January 2018 and January 2019, respectively. Both Measure X ($3.8 M) and Measure J ($2.1 M) 

bonds will fund this project. With nine contractors expressing interest in the project, the hope is 

that there will be favorable bids for this project. 

5th Floor CTE Laboratory:  This project is currently in the design development phase with R2A, 

with planning of construction documents set to begin November 2017. 

Infrastructure:  Presently planning the network refresh, and using some funds as part of the 

parking deck refurbishment to address ADA Access issues on campus.   

Financial Review: Fred Williams announced that they were no significant changes to the bond 

authorization. The tax base has increased, so the District has access to be more money with the 

exact amount to be determined. 

Future Agenda Items: At the next meeting, there will be a more detailed planning and timeline 

schedule for the Fullerton College parking structure provided, and the campuses plan for 

resolving parking issues during construction. 

Committee Member Comments: Eduardo Escobebo shared that the Measure J website is 

available and the link is located on the District’s website. 

Future Meeting Dates: The next meeting will be on December 6, 2017 

Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 5:49 p.m. 

 


