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North Orange County Community College District 

Citizens’ Oversight Committee 

December 6, 2017 

 

APPROVED MINUTES 

 

Members Present:  Sana Abbaali, Kevin Carr, Paul Jewell, Chris Meyer, Michael Miller, Michael 

Oates, Mark Pavlovich, Elena Reyes, Rhonda Shader, and Phil Wendel. 

Absent – Chuck Allen, Michael Cooper, Leroy Mills and Mark Sauceda. 

Other Employees/Guests Present:  Terry Cox, Eduardo Escobedo, Danielle Davy, Rodrigo 

Garcia, Martha Gutierrez, Cheryl Marshall, Albert Miranda, Oscar Saghieh, JoAnna Schilling, Greg 

Schulz, Kashu Vyas, Fred Williams, and Rick Williams. 

Call to Order:  Chair Chris Meyer called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. Michael Oates led the 

group in the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Public Comments:  There were no public comments. 

Approval of Minutes: The minutes of the September 6, 2017, meeting were approved. 

Staff Report: Rodrigo Garcia reported on Fullerton College’s plans for mitigating parking issues 

during the construction of the Fullerton College parking structure, as well as the construction of 

the New Instructional Building. Several concepts were shared including: leasing parking and 

shuttling students from EVFree Church, AMF Carter Lanes Bowling, or a lot on Raymond and 

Chapman; selling properties on vacant lots owned by the District and installing temporary 

parking; and, working with OCTA to allow students to ride the bus at the cost of a mandatory 

fee at registration. The OCTA option would require approval from Associated Students with rates 

to be determined.  The plan is to finalize off-site parking soon.  

Committee Questions/Comments:  

1. Cars penetrate residential neighborhoods up to 6-7 blocks and the city has enacted 

some regulations, but the north side of Chapman is severely impacted, will we be 

working with city to increase parking enforcement in these areas to avoid further 

congestion? 

Dr. Schulz stated that the options mentioned by Mr. Garcia should help to alleviate 

further traffic and parking violations while the City of Fullerton considers options to 

develop plans for additional parking (similar to the Plummer parking structure).  

Comment: In negotiations with OCTA, limitations for passengers riding the bus with a 

bicycle should be discussed. It can be inconvenient, as most buses can only hold up to 

three bicycles at a time. 
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Chair Chris Meyer requested that at the next meeting a map identifying potential additional 

areas for parking, along with the number of spaces available and lost be provided. It was also 

requested that there be a presentation made indicating the outreach efforts that have been 

made to communicate the availability of discounted passes to students. 

Committee Questions/Comments:  

1. Who is representing the District in negotiations with OCTA to secure the annual 

passes? What is the timeline? 

Mr. Garcia explained that contact with OCTA began two months ago and involved 

himself and the Vice President of Student Services. OCTA has been gathering 

information to begin negotiations. In the meantime, the AS Senate has been 

informed about the potential benefits and expressed interest in exploring this as an 

option. OCTA plans to provide AS Senate with a presentation, as a student-wide vote 

would be required before a mandatory fee could be assessed for all students. 

2. This issue is being driven by bond construction, so why should students be charged 

due to inadequate parking during these construction projects on campus? 

The issue is one that is not related only to construction, as overall growth would 

require these options to be explored as well.  

Measures X & J Updates:  

Cypress College Updates: Albert Miranda provided the committee with detailed updates of the 

major projects at Cypress College.  

SEM Building: A new company has been hired to cover FF&E for this and future projects. There 

will be a Board of Trustees presentation on December 12, 2017, for approval of project cost 

increases of 5-6%, from $89 million to approximately $95 million. Originally, the best guess and 

due diligence (constant evaluation of costs) was done to come up with total project costs based 

on industry standards, but industry escalations and unforeseen natural disasters all effect the 

actual costs in the estimation process. 

Committee Questions/Comments:  

1. Is there a limit to the amount we’re willing to spend on the SEM Building? 

Yes, and if that amount is reached changes will be made, but we will still address SEM 

improvement needs. The District has no plans of exceeding the $14.90 per $100,000 

of assessed valuation written in the bond ballot. 

 

Comment: Chair Chris Meyer recommended that all members read the bylaws to review 

the duties and responsibilities of this committee.  
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Veteran’s Center: This project is on schedule and the cost estimations are slightly lower than 

anticipated. 

Parking Lot Expansion: Work is expected to begin in January 2018. 

Fullerton College Updates:  Mr. Garcia provided the committee with detailed updates of the 

major projects at Fullerton College.  

Program EIR– The finalized report will go to the Board of Trustees for approval on December 12, 

2017. Notification has been sent to the OC Register and Fullerton Observer, and those with 

comments were mailed personal responses. Most inquiries were related to Sherbeck Field, which 

has been separated from this PEIR, allowing for intensive focus on that project (studies on traffic, 

sound, seating, etc.). A digital and 3-D scaled model for Sherbeck Field will be created, which will 

provide visual representation and allow for better analyses of alternatives. 

Renovate 300 & 500 Buildings – The process of finalizing space programming with R2A and 

working on programming & design prior to DSA is currently underway. This project has been 

reprioritized to occur first, as it is state funded and plans are due to the State Chancellor by 

March 1, 2018. 

New Instructional Building – Staff are currently working with a consultant to put together an RFP 

and RFQ. The Design-Build team will be selected at the end of March 2018. This project will be 

completed before groundbreaking on the 300 & 500 buildings can happen, so that it can be 

used as swing space during those projects.  

Anaheim Campus Updates: Eduardo Escobebo provided the committee with detailed updates 

of the major projects at the Anaheim Campus. 

7th and 10th Floors Buildout – Paul C. Miller was awarded and approved to be the General 

Contractor and will start construction in January 2018. 

5th and 2nd Floors – The prequalification process is underway to select a general contractor. 

Both of these projects were good indicators of the current bid market, as the bids were slightly 

under budget. 

General Highlights:  Fred Williams shared general highlights with the committee. 

Measure X funds should be closed-out after the Anaheim Campus projects are complete. The 

Board of Trustees approved the District’s prequalification process for contractors, which will be 

in-use beginning in early 2018. Currently, work is being done to create District standards for 

furniture and a company has already been hired to assist with this process. Board approval has 

been granted and a purchase order has been submitted for the 2nd phase (designing) of the 

Network Refresh Project ($30 Million project using both District and bond funds). 
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Current Conditions of the Construction Industry: Mr. Escobebo provided an update of the 

industry and items that are effecting cost escalation. This includes the availability of skilled 

laborers, which is resulting in higher costs to companies to retain these employees. Also 

effecting the costs are recent natural disasters and the high volume of projects on the market. 

This results in the District forecasting costs by using a higher escalation approximation of 8% 

(originally 3%).  

Campus Projects:  Mr. Williams highlighted major projects at each campus and referenced the 

Capital Outlay Projects Report. He also provided a financial review of the budgeted estimated 

costs at each campus. Estimates are received at various phases of the project, which change the 

overall cost but each campus’ budget remains the same. 

Future Agenda Items: At the next meeting, Fullerton College will provide a schematic on the 

plans to move parking spaces, alternative spaces, the number of displaced spaces, the number 

of spaces gained, and other examples of things being done to mitigate a parking reduction. The 

auditors will attend the next meeting and audited financial statements for Proposition 39 will be 

available. 

Committee Member Comments: None 

Future Meeting Dates: The next meeting will be on March 7, 2018 

Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 5:15 p.m. 

 


