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NOCCCD's First AI Expo is a Smash Success 

  
          

https://www.youtube.com/@northorangecountycommunity9033/streams


              
                 

             
                 

       

              
               

                
           

The North Orange County Community College District (NOCCCD) hosted the "AI Expo 2025: Empowering Minds" 
event at Cypress College on April 16, drawing an enthusiast ic crowd of 500 students, faculty, staff, and community 
members. Attendees enjoyed networking, lunch, a scavenger hunt, and an engaging keynote about the 
transformative role AI will play in education by UC Berkeley and Stanford professor, Dr. Christyna Serrano on behalf 
of PlayLab, a sandbox for AI app generat ion. 

The Expo featured hands-on workshops on AI for lesson planning, accessibility issues, ethical considerat ions, and 
custom chatbots, plus insights from UCI and Element 451. The event culminated in a "Prompt-A-Thon," where 
teams tackled campus challenges with AI, earning awards for creat ivity and innovation. The Expo showcased how AI 
is revolut ionizing learning, teaching, and careers with a focus on ethical implementat ion. 



       
 

Fullerton College Celebrates First Solar Panel Installation During 
Earth Week 



                
                    

           

               
             

                

                   
                

 

The capstone event to Fullerton Collegeʼs celebrat ion of Earth Week was a ribbon cutt ing ceremony for the 
installat ion of new solar panels on April 25, 2025. A three-year long project , these solar panels are the first of their 
kind throughout all the North Orange County Community College District (NOCCCD). 

The ceremony included remarks from Interim Director of Sustainability, Tyler Deacy, President Dr. Cynthia Olivo, and 
representat ives from ForeFront Power, Fullerton Collegeʼs partner for this project . NOCCCD Board of Trustee 
Secretary Dr. Barbara Dunsheath was also in attendance along with other Hornet and District leaders. 

The Fullerton College solar panels are located in Parking Lot 5. Set to generate 1.8 million kWh of clean, renewable 
energy each year, the panels hold enough electricity to entirely off set the 800 and 400 buildings. 

NOCE Publishes 2024/25 Annual Report 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ctWcjTEiBhs
https://noce.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/2025-Annual-Report_FINAL_041625-1-compressed-compressed.pdf


              
             

           

                 
               

   

               
                  

                
                

               
            

                    
                   

              

North Orange Continuing Education (NOCE) recently released its 2024/25 Annual Report , a reflect ion of the 
noncredit inst itut ionʼs collect ive accomplishments over the past year. The report highlights the meaningful impact 
of NOCEʼs work in advancing its mission to transform lives through education. 

As stated by NOCE President Valent ina Purtell: “At NOCE we believe education is a bridge to new opportunit ies. 
Every day we witness how access to learning transforms lives, opening doors to career readiness, economic 
empowerment, and personal fulfillment.” 

Cypress College Artwork Displayed at John Wayne Airport 

In a brand-new collaborat ion with John Wayne Airport (JWA), Cypress College Visual and Performing Arts (VAPA) 
faculty and students will have their art and photo work displayed in the baggage claim area until August 2025. 

The exhibit ion in the Community Focus Space Gallery is t it led “The Collect ive Self ” and features approximately 30 
pieces. As stated in John Wayne Airport ʼs press release, “Through this partnership, JWA helps showcase how VAPA 
provides a dynamic environment for students to grow their creat ive capacit ies, sharpen their crit ical thinking, and 
build the foundational skills needed for careers across the visual and performing arts.” 

In addit ion to the visual art exhibit ion, Cypress College will have a small performance at the airport on May 16, 2025 
to showcase the creat ive talent of the Performing Arts Department. The event is free and open to the public. 

To find out more about the exhibit ion, please visit the Cypress College Art Department's webpage. 

Newly Tenured Faculty Honored 

https://noce.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/2025-Annual-Report_FINAL_041625-1-compressed-compressed.pdf
https://www.cypresscollegeart.com/the-collective-selfjwa2025
https://pieces.As


                  
        

                 
                  

                
                

           

              

As the 2024-25 academic year comes to a close, NOCCCD honored almost 20 faculty members for achieving tenure at 
the Tuesday, April 29, 2025 Board of Trustees meeting. 

Achieving tenure is an indicat ion of an individualʼs deep dedicat ion to the pursuit of knowledge and advancement of 
academia for the future generat ions. The road to tenure status is not a simple one: after a prospect ive faculty 
member has obtained a tenure-track posit ion, they have limited number of years to compile an extensive portfolio 
of publicat ions, research, or other materials that showcase their commitment to their area of study. Even after that , 
their submitted portfolio must go through a meticulous applicat ion process. 

Learn more about all of our new tenured faculty members in our latest news art icle. 

Board Meeting Highlights 

https://www.nocccd.edu/news/all-news/board-trustees-celebrates-newly-tenured-faculty


NOCCCD Board of Trustee meetings are held twice a month. The Board gathers to address District business 
including: staff ing changes, fiscal matters, the passing of Board Policies, and other issues aff ect ing Cypress College, 
Fullerton College, and NOCE. 

Read the Highlights 

Stay Connected with Us! 
We love staying connected with our community! Follow us for the latest updates, events, and 

inspiring stories: 
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