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North Orange County Community College District 
Citizens’ Oversight Committee 

March 2, 2016 
 

APPROVED MINUTES 
 
Roll Call:  Present:  Andrew Carroll, Michael Cooper, Charlene Egizi (Arrived at 4:08 p.m.), Paul Jewell, 
Chris Meyer, Michael Miller, Mike Oates, Mark Pavlovich, Elena Reyes, Phil Wendel.  Absent:  Chuck 
Allen, Leroy Mills, Louis Raprager, Mark Sauceda 
 
Other Employees/Guests Present:  Rick Alonzo, Santanu Bandyopadhay, Karen Cant, Niko Diehr, 
Brian Fahnestock, Rich Hartman, Savannah Jones, Jose Ramon Nunez, Lisa McPheron, Sandra Palmer, 
Pamela Pence, Valentina Purtell, Susan Rittel, Greg Schulz, Richard Storti, Fred Williams (Arrived at 
4:28 pm.), Rick Williams 
 
Call to Order:  Chair Andrew Carroll called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. and led the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Flag.   
 
December 2, 2015 Meeting Minutes:  The December 2, 2015, meeting minutes were approved as 
submitted; Member Chris Meyer abstained from voting as he was not present at the last meeting.   
 
Budget & Financial Report Training:  Pam Pence, the Measure J Bond Program Manager from Maas, 
presented and reviewed in detail a mockup of the kind of report Maas will provide throughout the 
Measure J program.  Each report will have the elements shown such as a table of contents, an overview 
of each college, and progress reports for each one of the projects.  Over time a page listing all projects, a 
page listing all projects in bidding, and a page listing all projects in construction will be included.  Also 
included will be an aerial of each of the colleges to identify projects entering into design and construction.  
Each college will have a continuing accounting of the status of the budget at the time of the Citizens’ 
Oversight Committee meetings.  Maas will be utilizing proprietary software to provide this information 
and is currently in the process of entering each project, accounting codes, and standard codes in order to 
track all expenses against the bond by project, by phase, by contract, and by invoice.  This information will 
be reconciled with District financial accounting. 

 
Committee Questions and Comments:   
1. Will all funding sources be clearly delineated from the bond funds?  Ms. Pence said “yes”, and stated 

that the accounting software keeps track of every single type of funding in order to reconcile with the 
District.  One column will say “bond” and another one will say “other funding”; and every source of 
funding will be identified. 

2. Is this budget just a first stab at the recent numbers?  Ms. Pence responded that this is not a final 
budget at all.  Each quarter a report will be presented which lists upcoming events.  Can it be made in 
terms of 90-day events? Ms. Pence replied that a 90-day look ahead is standard and will be included 
in the report.   

3. Will a sheet be provided with the projects that have been completed in the past 90 days?  The members 
would like to compare project updates with the 90-day look ahead.  Ms. Pence responded that she will 
include that comparison in the report.   
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Measure X Update:  Mr. Brian Fahnestock reviewed the one-page update sheet identifying the 
changes since the last meeting.  The sheet notes the page number that corresponds to the Budget & 
Financial Report book the members received in the mail.  The following two changes occurred: 
 

 The Anaheim Campus Build-Out project found on Page 58 of the Report had $126,354.96 
year-to-date (YTD) expenditures which is a difference of $58,173.87 from the September 
report.  This difference was for architectural planning fees related to the build-out of the 1st, 
7th, and 10th floors.  

 General Bond Building fund found on Page 59 of the Report had $1,580.16 year-to-date (YTD) 
expenditures which is a difference of $945.49 from the September report for interest costs 
from August through October 2015. 

 
Mr. Fahnestock asked the Council if the District may provide just the Measure X updated summary 
sheet which may be cross-referenced with the Budget & Financial Report members received at this 
meeting.  All Members agreed that a summary page(s) would be acceptable. 
 
Measure J Update:  Mr. Rick Williams shared that there have been a lot of meetings with the Maas 
team to develop a streamlined way to prepare and bring Measure J information to share on a 
quarterly basis.  There have also been a lot of District and campus meetings getting the bond program 
underway.  A retreat is planned to have everyone on the bond program team to meet and review the 
procedures and lessons learned from Measure X so that we can do things better with Measure J.  
Projects for the School of Continuing Education using the Measure X fund are underway and some 
new Measure J projects will be planned in the near future.  Ms. Karen Cant and Dr. Richard Storti will 
share the latest developments taking place at the colleges. 
 
Ms. Cant introduced the new Project Manager of Campus Capital Projects at Cypress College, Susan 
Rittel; who is not paid from the bond funds.  Susan is the point person overseeing all of the planning 
design construction.  She's a graduate of Berkeley with a major in Architecture and has been on 
board since January 4 and has provided us with insight as how to move this program forward.  
There have been weekly project meetings with Maas and Mr. Rick Williams to stay in touch and 
move the projects along.  In December Cambridge West began the programming of space for the 
first projects. The results of that programming will soon be available for the first three Buildings 
(SEM/LLRC/Veteran’s Center).  Essentially what Cambridge West has done was to look at 
enrollment projections, the sizes of rooms and types of room required, and which disciplines need 
them to ensure that the right balance of classrooms and labs are built to accommodate students.  
Along with that, the Environmental Impact Report study is expected in April.  Interviews for 
architects for the science building will be scheduled during the spring break.  Site visits to 
Saddleback, San Diego, San Mateo, and Fullerton College are scheduled to view science buildings 
and discuss construction delivery methods used. 
 
Dr. Richard Storti shared that Fullerton College is continuing the update of the Facilities Master Plan 
and close to completion; the intention is to not begin any projects until the plan is completed.  Talks 
continue with community members about the plan and the process of presenting the Facilities Master 
Plan to key stakeholders on campus to get endorsements continues.  Meetings with Maas continue 
on a regular basis to develop a 20-year projection with preliminary costs.  It is anticipated that the 
EIR study will begin the first week of April after the Board accepts the Master Plan.  
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Mr. Fahnestock shared that the District interviewed several financial advisor firms and selected a KNN 
as the District’s financial advisor.  KNN helped us with the RFP for underwriting services and 11 
responses were received to that RFP; six firms were interviewed.  Two firms were selected for 
underwriting services (Morgan Stanley and Piper Jaffray) and will go to the Board for approval on 
March 22.  We hope to issue the first series of bonds in May for approximately $100-$150 million.  
Money has been transferred from the general fund to the capital projects fund so that projects can 
begin without delay. 
 
Future Meeting Dates:  The next meeting will be June 1, 2016, in Room 105 at the Anaheim Campus. 
 
Audit Report:  Auditor Rick Alonzo (Vavrinek, Trine & Day & Co., LLP) stated that since the bond was 
under Proposition 39, this committee needs to perform a financial audit as well as a performance 
audit.  Page 2 of the Audit Reports is the most important page.  An unqualified opinion is the cleanest 
opinion an auditor can give; everything was fairly stated, no audit adjustments.  The Performance 
Audit also received an unqualified opinion as expenditures were in accordance with what the voters 
wanted, the money is being spent appropriately.  There were no issues and the District is in 
compliance.  There were no findings or recommendations for either of the audits. 
 
Other:  None. 
 
Adjournment:  There were no public comments and the meeting was adjourned at 4:39 p.m.  Dr. 
Greg Schulz & Dr. Richard Storti provided a tour of the campus. 


