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Most people in education will tell you that commencement is their favorite time of the 

school year—and I’m no different. No matter their position, I think everyone at NOCCCD feels 

united in the culmination of effort each diploma represents. It’s also the time when we get the 

most poignant reminders of what student success really means. I am always blown away by the 

stories our students share of their paths to graduation. The stories are of challenges overcome, 

hard work put in, friends made, and minds broadened.  

 

Equally exciting to me are the opportunities to keep in touch with graduates and follow 

their progress after they leave our hallowed halls. Through the magic of Facebook, I’m able to 

watch former Cypress College Student Trustee Jennifer (Caspellan) Franco get her BFA in Stage 

Management from the USC School of Dramatic Arts, get married, and get a job at the Torrance 

Theatre Company. I see that the former Cypress College Associated Students President Jeanette 

Vazquez—who graduated from UC Berkeley with her BA and went on to get a Master’s from 

Loyola Marymount University—is now teaching second grade in Fullerton, and is running for 

the Fullerton Union High School District Board of Trustees. Ethan Morse was also a Student 

Trustee for Fullerton College, and now he’s an independent filmmaker with his first feature 

length documentary, “The Unknowns,” heading to theaters this week.  

 

Sometimes, I get the chance to actually work with these incredible graduates. I remember 

when Jacqueline Rodarte was an Honors student at Fullerton College and came to a Board 

meeting to report on her internship at the White House in the Office of Presidential Personnel. 

Now she’s a Board Member herself, teaches at the Anaheim Union High School District, and 

serves on the Orange County Legislative Task Force as the NOCCCD representative. Carlos 

Ayon is an extraordinary example of the power of community colleges. His mother, Violet 

Ayon, worked for the District for 42 years, and Carlos went to daycare at Fullerton College’s 



Child Development Program. He was a Student Trustee for Fullerton College in 2003-04, and 

now he’s their Director of Institutional Research & Planning. My favorite example might be the 

great Pat Ganer, who was “Student #428” in the original graduating class of Cypress College in 

1968, and who has gone on to serve the College as a Communication Studies Professor for the 

past 45 years. Not only is she an incredible teacher, she’s also been a leader for the campus—

serving as the President of the Academic Senate four times as well as three terms as Curriculum 

Chairperson. She has rightly been dubbed the “Matriarch of Cypress College,” and Pat embodies 

the campus’ spirit of excellence and collegiality in a way no one else can.  

 

As I give my Commencement Speech this year, and gaze out at the hundreds of students 

in their caps and gowns, I’ll be thinking not only about how far our graduates have already come, 

but how far they’ll go. The education that we provide these students is so important. They are 

our pride and legacy. Congratulations, everyone, on a job well done and another successful 

school year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Cypress College Minds. Motivated. 

School of Continuing Education Change. Cultivated. 
Fullerton College Excellence. Elevated. 

NOCCCD Greatness. Achieved. 


